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Introduction: Why Is this Process Important?

In high school and college, a frequent assignment in English classes is the analytical essay, also called a thesis paper or a multi-paragraph essay. This manual guides you through the steps that are necessary for completing a strong analytical essay. As a ninth grader, you will be learning these steps by completing multiple essay assignments. This type of assignment may seem difficult at first, but with time, effort, and practice, you will find that it gets easier.

Analytical writing explores elements of literature. Instead of reporting on the plot of a story, an analytical essay makes an argument about how and why an author has crafted the text or how and why the author has shared, through his/her characters and their actions, an interesting perspective on a theme. An analytical essay uses evidence from the text to explain the reasoning behind your argument. It is very different in purpose from other kinds of writing, such as creative writing, narrative writing, or descriptive writing.  

Take a moment to read the excerpt below from a college writing manual.  As you read, consider the following questions:

1. What does the author think is the relationship between writing and thinking?

2. What seems to be the author’s message about the difficulty of writing essays in comparison to our perceptions about writing them?

3. How much revision do you think this author would expect to do when writing an essay?  Explain.

Writing Essays on Literary Topics
Finished writing is the sharpened, focused expression of thought and study.  It begins with the search for something to say—an idea.  Not all ideas are equal; some are better than others, and getting good ideas is an ability that you will develop the more you think and write.  As you discover ideas and explain them in words, you will also improve your perceptions and increase your critical faculties.


In addition, because literature itself contains the subject material (though not in a systematic way) of philosophy, religion, psychology, sociology, and politics, learning to analyze literature and to write about it will also improve your capacity to deal with these and other disciplines.

Writing Does Not Come Easily—For Anyone
A major purpose of your being in college, of which your composition and literature course is a vital part, is to develop your capacity to think and to express your thoughts clearly and fully.  Thinking is an active process that does not happen accidentally.  Thinking requires that you develop ideas, draw conclusions, exemplify them and support them with details, and connect everything in a coherent manner.  It does not require you to retell the events in a story or play, or to summarize the details of a poem.  Rather, your goal should be to explain the results of your thinking—your ideas, your play of mind over the materials of a work, your insights, your conclusions.  This is the ideal.  However, the process of creating a successfully argued essay—the actual process itself of writing—is not automatic.  Even though we use our language constantly, in all sorts of ways, ordinary conversation is not like writing.  When we go to a store to buy something, we use language, usually augmented by pointing and showing, to indicate our preferences.  When we meet people casually, we ask each other how we are, and maybe talk about the weather, and then say goodbye and have a good day.  When we speak on the phone, we discuss the actions and characteristics of our acquaintances and friends.  When we go to a party, we speak in a normal and friendly way to the people sitting near us.  If we happen to be hesitant, inexact, or repetitious, the social circumstances are easy and people are tolerant, and so we go on.  Because we manage fairly well under these and similar circumstances, we assume that writing is just as easy.  It is not, and we must not deceive ourselves about the matter.  When we begin to write an essay, our thoughts are not clear to us; the words don’t come out easily, what happens?


The truth is that writing is a special activity similar to ordinary conversation but much more demanding.  Writing begins in uncertainty and hesitation, and it becomes certain and confident—accomplished—only as a result of great care, applied thought, a certain amount of experimentation, the passage of time, and much effort.  When you read complete, polished, well-formed pieces of writing, you might assume—as many of us do—that the writers wrote their successful versions the first time they tried and never needed to make any changes and improvements at all.  Nothing could be further from the truth.


If you could see the early drafts of writing you admire, you would be surprised and startled—but also encouraged to see that good writers are also human and that what they first write is often uncertain, vague, tangential, tentative, incomplete, and messy.  Usually good writers do not like their first drafts; nevertheless they work with their efforts and build upon them.  They reconsider their ideas and try to restate them, discard some details, add others, chop paragraphs in half and reassemble the parts elsewhere, throw out much (and then maybe recover some of it), revise or completely rewrite sentences, change words, correct misspellings, sharpen expressions, and add new material to tie all the parts together in a smooth, natural flow.

Roberts, Edgar V.  “Preliminary: The Process of Reading, Responding To, and Writing About Literature.”  Writing About Literature.  10th ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2003.  1-45.

Step 1: Actively Read – Take Notes and Analyze the Evidence

The writing process actually begins a long time before you start thinking about your essay.  In fact, it starts when you open your book.  Effective writing is the result of active reading—reading with a purpose, annotating the text with insights and questions, and tracking patterns you see in the text as you read.  What’s great about active reading is that it means you’ll already have done a lot of thinking before you even choose a topic—and you’ll be much more likely to have complex ideas to choose from when you do start thinking about a topic. It’s also important to feel deeply as you read, to notice which ideas and passages spark an emotional response in you; you may wish to explore in your writing what matters most to you personally.  One method of active reading was developed by Stephanie Harvey, and we’ve summarized it below.  You can use the six habits to guide your note-taking process.  Remember that the 6 habits are only one system for effective note-taking; ultimately, you’ll need to find the one that works best for you.

Six Habits of Successful Readers

Questioning:  asking yourself questions about words or things you don’t understand or just plain wonder about

Relating:  making a connection between what you read and what you know from your own life or knowledge or something you’ve already read

Predicting:  making a guess about something that might happen later on

Visualizing:  creating a mental image to go with the text; making a “movie in your mind”

Inferring:  making a guess about something that’s not explained—“reading between the lines”

Summarizing:  retelling, in a few of your own words, the main ideas of what you read

Step 2: Choose a Focus/Topic

You will find that while your essay assignments will vary, narrowing your focus is an important step in completing each one. Writers must do some active thinking to move from active reading to a thesis statement. The following section models the kinds of work you might do for particular essay assignments you will see in ninth grade. Be sure to look carefully at the assignment or topics that your teacher has given you.  Usually you will see suggestions for topics, but you may almost always select one of your own.  Your notes from your active reading are a rich resource for essay topics.

· Zeroing in on a Single Focus

After reading, you’ll likely have lots of possible topics.  As you think about your topic, you will begin to have a better idea of which possible topics are sufficiently complex and interesting, as well as which possible topics seem provable.  For example, you’ll want to discard some topics if you don’t have very much evidence to support them.  As a general rule, the more evidence you have, the stronger your argument can be.

· Theme Essay Topic Focus

· Identifying Theme Words 




· Using Theme Words to Build Theme Sentences

Now that you’ve identified important thematic concepts, you need to be able to explain why each is important.  One way to do this is to create sentences that explain what you think the author wanted the reader to understand about each of these concepts.
Theme Sentence = Theme Word + Author’s Opinion/Message

For example: The evil that the boys show towards each other is more dangerous than any natural threat on the island.

For example: When a society lacks democratic leadership, its members act according to crowd mentality rather than thinking for themselves.


For each theme sentence you write, be sure you can think of several examples from the text (events in the plot, important quotations, etc.) that prove the author really does seem to have this opinion about the theme word.

· Using Theme Sentences to Build Thesis Statements

The next step is to turn your theme sentence—a statement of the author’s opinion about a theme—into a thesis statement that makes an argument about HOW the author expresses that theme.  Authors use many tools to get their meanings across, and literal “telling” (“This is important because…”) is usually not one of them.  To make a theme sentence into a thesis statement you need to add your own insight into the decisions the author made when writing the book.  For example, you may have inferred that William Golding believes irresponsible leadership leads to violence and murder.  How did he use the character of Jack to express that message?  A full thesis statement would argue that “Golding uses Jack, who represents the Freudian Id, to argue that irresponsible leadership leads to violence and murder.”

· Close Reading Essay Topic Focus

In a close reading essay, your job is to explicate (explain and analyze) thoroughly a particular passage, to consider what the text means literally and suggests figuratively.  You will identify patterns of language and theme.  A graphic organizer may be a helpful tool in finding these patterns.  Identify the section of text you’ll be writing about. Then use the graphic organizers below to identify, for example, a pattern of imagery and analyze its significance.  (Please note that close reading papers will not always involve imagery; some may explore other literary devices or a particular theme.  The papers do share a very specific focus on how language creates meaning.)  Try using a graphic organizer such as a web to list as many images as you can find to identify a pattern of imagery. Then use the graphic organizer below to create a thesis statement.
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Character Essay Topic Focus 

In analytical essays, we often explore characters’ decisions, development, perspective, or effects on others.  It’s important to consider not only what a character is doing but also why and how.  It’s also important to consider an author’s relationship to his/her characters.  Authors do not always share a character’s perspective, and it’s interesting to evaluate and consider this difference.  A graphic organizer may be helpful in planning a character essay. See the graphic organizer below.
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Step 3: Compose a Thesis Statement

Once you have chosen your topic, you may begin to think about your thesis statement or major point you will prove in your essay.  Please note that a thesis statement may not come to you immediately after you’ve chosen your topic.  You may need to gather evidence about your topic (Step 4) prior to devising your thesis.  The evidence will help you to identify patterns and then develop a focused perspective about these patterns.

· What Are the Characteristics of an Effective Thesis Statement?

The thesis statement expresses an idea or interpretation that you will prove and support in the body of your paper.  It is not a simple statement of fact.  Rather, the thesis answers a “how” or “why” question.  It represents an inference that you have drawn in you reading of the work that you are analyzing.  It is the backbone of your paper.  All your body paragraphs must relate to and prove your thesis.

An effective thesis statement is 

(1) debatable, 

(2) provable,

(3) not obvious, 

(4) specific, 

(5) uses an insightful inference to answer a question of “how?” or “why?” and

(6) tells “so what?”

· Examples of thesis statements of increasing sophistication for a character-trait thesis essay:

· Homer is lazy.  (This sentence is a provable but not a debatable idea.)
· Homer shows he is lazy by watching TV and drinking beer.  (This sentence is an example, not a thesis).
· Because Homer hangs out at Moe’s, he is lazy.  (This sentence uses a more complex sentence structure to disguise the fact that it is still an example.)
· Homer’s laziness affects his children.  (This sentence is beginning to sound like an interesting thesis sentence, but it does not have a “so what?”.)
· Homer Simpson’s laziness masks feelings of inferiority about his career, which in turn causes him to fail as a parent.  (This sentence is a good thesis; it is provable, debatable and based on an insightful inference.  It also tells “so what?”.)
· Sample character trait thesis statements

EXAMPLE: Sally’s repression and abuse at the hands of her father cause her to run away from her father’s house, but she only places herself in a similar situation because she’s still a child, and children see themselves as extensions of their parents until they become adults.

EXAMPLE:  Esperanza does not represent a typical woman in her society because she chooses not to depend on a man, which demonstrates how the stereotype of the fairy princess is so pervasive in our culture that believing in it becomes an unconscious choice for many women.

· Sample method to meaning thesis statements

A “method to meaning” thesis statement explores HOW the writer has used a particular LITERARY ELEMENT to make a point about character or theme.
EXAMPLE:  Sandra Cisneros uses the motif of the house to demonstrate how Esperanza changes from superficial, material priorities to emotional and intellectual ones.  (The element here is the motif of the house.)

EXAMPLE:  Esperanza’s conflict over whether to be a fairy princess rescued by a man or a “beautiful and cruel” independent woman demonstrates the discrepancy between the way society views women and treats women. (The element here is the conflict.)

EXAMPLE: Cisneros retells the Cinderella story, rotating several different female characters through the title role, in order to demonstrate that women need to make their own dreams come true instead of relying on others to change their lives.  (The element here is the narrative structure or archetype.)

Step 4: Gather All Your Evidence

· Choose specific examples that illustrate inferences rather than provide plot or context

An effective example: (1) is specific enough to happen on one page of the text, (2) is an idea rather than a fact, (3) is written in your own words, and (4) helps to prove your thesis statement.

Not every piece of evidence you include in your paper needs to appear in quotation form.  Only when (1) the wording is particularly memorable or significant, or (2) the quotation is necessary to justify an inference you’ve made should you use a quotation.  Otherwise, it’s best to state the evidence as clearly and concisely as possible in your own words.

· Choose quotations that illustrate inferences rather than provide plot or context

Writing a good paper requires you to select, analyze, and integrate quotations relevant to your essay topic.  A good quotation will be idea-based, rather than fact based.

Effective versus ineffective quotations:

Ineffective quotation: “My kid sister Phoebe goes to bed around nine o’clock—so I couldn’t call her up” (Salinger 59).

There is nothing to infer from this quotation.  It merely states a fact.

Effective quotation: “You take adults, they look lousy when they’re asleep and they have their mouths way open, but kids don’t.  Kids look all right.” (Salinger 159).

Holden is watching his sister Phoebe sleep in this scene, and the quotation reveals an idea he has about the differences between children and adults.  The reader could make an inference about Holden’s attitudes.

· Gather more evidence than you will need to include in your essay.

Keep a list or make a chart that contains all the pieces of evidence you have gathered.  This way you can play with different combinations of details, and you’ll be able to choose the best pieces of evidence, eliminating the weaker ones. It’s always important to consider counterevidence, particularly if it does exist.  In your essay it’s better to acknowledge counterevidence – and explain why your evidence and position are stronger – than to ignore it completely.  

Step 5: Divide the Evidence into Groups/Categories

When you write a multi-paragraph literary essay, you need to have several different supporting ideas, one for each body paragraph.  Each idea should prove at least part of the thesis statement.   Some pieces of evidence work together better than others, so you’ll want to find a way to divide the evidence you have into groups that will become paragraph topics. Think of the groupings as DIFFERENT neighborhoods in which you can discuss the SAME thesis statement. 
You may wish to organize your paper chronologically or thematically.  Different methods of organization can work equally well.  What’s most important is for you to understand WHY you have organized the evidence as you have.  How does your method of organization best support and strengthen your argument?

Sample Evidence Grouping Exercise

Practice sorting evidence into idea groups using the exercise below.

DIRECTIONS:  Read the thesis statement below.  Then, read the list of quotations and specific examples that follow.  Using each example only once, place the quotations and specific examples into logical groups according to the thesis statement. Write a heading for each group.  Be sure that you are able to explain your reasons for your choices. 

THESIS STATEMENT:

Because of Bart’s lack of a role model, he tends to show his feelings by acting out with violence and inappropriate behavior. 

Support: Specific Examples and Quotations

a.) Bart helps Homer run a bootlegging industry when alcohol is banned from Springfield.

b.) Bart pretends to be fatherless so that he can have a “big brother” mentor from the social services agency.

c.) Bart sees Mayor Quimby accept a bribe.

d.) Homer makes Bart beg for money in order to pay for his dented car.

e.) Bart steals the head off the town statue of Jebodiah Springfield.

f.) Krusty the Clown smokes cigarettes on his children’s television show.

g.) Jimbo and his thuggish teenage friends help Bart sneak into a movie.

h.) Bart says, “eat my shorts,” to Principal Skinner.

i.) On The Itchy and Scratchy Show, Itchy invites Scratchy to dinner.  He hides a bomb in the food, which explodes and kills Scratchy.

j.) Bart becomes an errand boy for Fat Tony and the mob.

k.) Homer makes fun of Flanders for going to church.

l.) Homer decides to buy a tennis court instead of putting Grandpa into a nice retirement home.

m.) Bart prank-calls Moe at his place of business, causing Moe to look foolish.

n.) Mr. Burns sings a song about abusing animals for the purpose of clothing.

Step 6: Write Topic Sentences
Each body paragraph will begin with a topic sentence that directly relates to one aspect of your thesis.  The topic sentence controls the ideas in the paragraph; every statement in the paragraph should be about the same topic.  The controlling idea of a topic sentence should be an idea not a fact or specific example.  A topic sentence will often, but not always, use some of the same words as the thesis statement.  The following model may be helpful to you in writing your topic sentences.  
TOPIC SENTENCE = glue words + how/why extension phrase
SAMPLE CHARACTER-TRAIT THESIS STATEMENT: 

Because of Bart’s lack of a role model, he tends to show his feelings by acting out with violence and inappropriate behavior. 

SAMPLE TOPIC SENTENCES SET A:

· Although Bart craves a role model, he doesn’t encounter any kind and responsible adult men who can fill this role.

· In fact, the men Bart does encounter sometimes even actively encourage him to act in violent or inappropriate ways.

· Bart’s violent and inappropriate behavior is really the result of learning from the men around him, and he starts to act these ways of his own accord.

SAMPLE TOPIC SENTENCES SET B:

· When adults use money unwisely, Bart learns to use money inappropriately.

· When adults use language offensively, Bart imitates them by using hurtful language.

· When Bart’s role models fail to respect authority, Bart adopts this inappropriate behavior.
SAMPLE METHOD-TO-MEANING THESIS STATEMENT:

Cisneros retells the Cinderella story, rotating several female characters through the title role, in order to prove that Prince Charming is only a fairy tale, and in real life people themselves are the only ones who can make their dreams come true.

SAMPLE TOPIC SENTENCES SET A:

· Marin dreams of a Cinderella story to distract herself from the realities of life on Mango Street and waits for a Prince Charming to arrive, but he never comes.  

· Sally tries to write her own Cinderella story to escape from her abusive father, but she only ends up trapped in a bad marriage to her so-called Prince Charming.

· Esperanza chooses not to be like Cinderella, waiting for a Prince to make her dreams come true, because she understands that she is the only one who can do so.

SAMPLE TOPIC SENTENCE SET B:

· Esperanza’s peers initially serve as role models encouraging her desire for a Cinderella happy ending.
· Upon witnessing the negative outcomes of older women’s choices, Esperanza rejects them as role models.
· Finally, Esperanza becomes a role model for other women by making her own dreams come true.

Step 7: Composing and Ordering Body Paragraphs

Now that you’ve written the first sentence for each of your body paragraphs and selected the supporting details for each one, you will need to decide on a meaningful sequence for them and finish composing each one.  In addition to your topic sentences, each paragraph will need explaining sentences for each of the details it contains, transitions, and an effective clincher sentence.  As you are drafting your paragraphs, be sure that your explaining sentences do more than restate the detail you’ve just given.  An explaining sentence needs to offer reasonable inferences to explain how that detail (quotation or example) supports the topic sentence/thesis.  Lastly, be sure each quotation is part of an effective quotation sandwich.

Making a Quotation Sandwich 

Think of the quotation as the meat.  Despite what fad “no-carb” diets say, sandwiches are MUCH better with bread—not just any bread—good bread!

Bread: Lead-in sentence or phrase (state your general point and identify the moment of the story that you are quoting.  If you are quoting a character, you must state who is speaking and when)

Punctuation: a comma or a colon

Meat: The actual quotation and citation

Citation: for a quotation on page 4 of the book by Sandra Cisneros, you would use:

…end of your quotation” (Cisneros 4).

Bread: Statement of meaning (discuss the ways in which the quotation provides evidence for the general point you have made)
Sample One: 

     Marin dreams of a Cinderella story to distract herself from the realities of life on Mango Street and waits for a Prince Charming to arrive, but he never comes.  One of the first things Esperanza reveals about Marin is that she wants to marry a guy on the subway who will take her away to live in a nice house (Cisneros 26).   Marin spends every night sitting out on the porch just so guys can see her—even if she has no other reason to be there (Cisneros 27).  However, when Marin does meet a guy at a dance, not only is he poor, but he gets killed by a hit and run driver (Cisneros 65).  Nonetheless, according to Esperanza, Marin is still out there, “waiting for a car to stop, a star to fall, someone to change her life” (Cisneros 27).  Marin is clearly very caught up in the idea of Prince Charming coming to rescue her.  No one shows up to make Marin’s dreams come true for her—certainly not Prince Charming.

Sample Two:

Esperanza chooses not to be like Cinderella, waiting for a Prince to make her dreams come true, because she understands that she is the only one who can do so.  Instead of comparing herself to Cinderella, she calls herself an ugly step sister. She explains, “I am an ugly daughter.  I am the one nobody comes for” (Cisneros 88); since she knows no Prince Charming is going to rescue her, she decides to take a different, more powerful role in her own life story.  To break the barriers of Mango Street, she says she will take all her books and paper and leave, but she also says she will come back “for those who cannot out” (Cisneros 110).  Esperanza not only breaks away from this limiting role, but she plans to help empower others to do the same.  Esperanza does not wait for others to rescue her, like the other women on Mango Street do, and she plans to help others to reach their dreams in the future.

Citing Quotations with Internal (Parenthetical) Citation

Internal citation allows you to cite your source of quotations and information in the same place that you quote it.  There are more complex rules for citations in upper level English classes. 

Short Quotations:

When the material you are quoting has fewer than four lines of your typed paper, use the following guidelines:

· Set it off from the paper with quotation marks.

· Always continue the text of your paragraph as you explain the quotation you have just used.  

· Place the author’s last name and the page number(s) in parentheses at the end of the quotation and before a period.  
For example, 

Mrs. Joe is important to Pip because “she had brought [him] up” (Dickens 6).  He is torn by his conflicting emotions of dislike for her treatment of him and need for her support.

Long Quotations:

When your quoted material is longer than four lines of your typed paper, use the following guidelines:

· Indent the quotation ten spaces on both sides

· Separate the quotation from the rest of the paper, but do not use quotation marks
· End the text of your paper before an indented quoted passage with a colon

· Place end punctuation BEFORE the citation

· The next sentence of your paper (your explaining sentence) should NOT be a new paragraph

For example:

…Dickens describes Pip’s and Joe’s relationship and also ties in the settings of the house and the forge:

Joe’s forge adjoined our house, which was a wooden house, as many of the dwellings in our country were – most of them, at that time.  When [Pip] ran home from the churchyard, the forge was shut up and Joe was alone in the kitchen.  Joe and I being fellow-sufferers, and having confidences as such, Joe imparted a confidence to me the moment I raised the latch of the door and peeped in at him opposite to it, sitting in the chimney corner.  (Dickens 6 – 7)

Pip’s and Joe’s relationship grows throughout the beginning of the novel from a peer-to-peer relationship to a father-son relationship and back.

Ordering Your Body Paragraphs

After you have finished composing your body paragraphs, you should go back to your thesis statement and ask yourself, “What is the most logical order to present the proof for my argument?”  Look carefully at your topic sentences.  You may organize the paragraphs by order of importance, chronological order, point by point of the thesis, or any other logical order.

Composing Clincher Sentences

Clincher sentences are the last sentence of each body paragraph.  After the body paragraphs are in order, compose closing sentences for each.  Good clincher sentences should restate the topic sentence (in somewhat different words) and close the paragraph neatly.  A summative word like “therefore” or “thus” may most effectively close the paragraph.  It’s also important to be conscious of your transition from one body paragraph to the next.  The closing sentence of one paragraph should lead neatly into the topic sentence of the next paragraph, or into the restated thesis statement that begins the conclusion paragraph.  Ideally, this transition is made implicitly and not explicitly.  Avoid repeating phrases.  Be sure that there is a logical flow in ideas.
Sample Clincher Sentences

· Not only does Bart imitate the adults in his life who use money inappropriately, but he also duplicates their insulting language.

· Therefore following his inadequate role models’ examples, Bart’s uses language derisively, especially towards authority figures.

· Thus Bart’s disrespectful actions towards authority figures illustrate his tendency to replicate the violent and inappropriate behavior of the adults around him.

Step 8: Write the Introduction and Conclusion Paragraphs

INTRODUCTION (4-6 sentences):

The purpose of the introduction is to define the topic of your paper for your reader.  The introduction gives some general background information about the novel (story or poem) that orients the reader to your topic and thesis.  It should not contain specific details or examples.  (These belong in the body paragraphs of your paper.) Your introduction should mention the title and author of the work and introduce your topic.  Avoid summarizing the book, but do provide a general overview of your topic.  Some students like to begin their essays with a “hook,” which is a general statement or key quotations about the topic.  This may be an effective means to “hook” your reader into the writing, but it is not essential.  You may prefer to get right to the point.

Draft your introduction after you’ve written a thesis statement and three body paragraphs. Your idea will be clearer to you at that point. Your hook can use one of the following options:

A. Begin with a statement about life in general (not specific to the novel) that uses a theme-related glue word, OR

B. Begin with a quotation that is related to your topic (that you aren’t already using in your essay).


GENERAL: Optional: compose a hook that will generate interest in your essay for the reader. It should be one-to-two sentences at the beginning of the introduction.

Introduce title (underlined or italicized), author, and genre (novel, poem, or play)

Introduce your topic

SPECIFIC: thesis (last sentence)

Sample Introduction from a Student Essay:

Experiencing great loss can have a devastating yet transformative effect on our lives.  In the novel, The Secret Life of Bees, by Sue Monk Kidd, the main character, Lily, experiences the anguish of the death of her mother and is forced to seek maternal support from another source. August Boatwright, an African-American beekeeper, stands in for the role of Lily’s mother and helps her make it through her hard time. August plays a symbolic role as a divine mother figure, which enables Lily to acquire an inner source of strength and maturity.

CONCLUSIONS: (4-6 sentences)
The conclusion summarizes, clarifies, or adds an insight to your interpretation of the literary work.  It should restate your thesis statement, using NEW WORDING.  The restated thesis is typically the first statement of your conclusion.  It should not contain specific details or examples.  It should end with a strong comment that leaves your reader with ideas to ponder.  Try to move your reader with your insight—and the work’s insight—into life and the human condition

Before drafting, re-read your essay and re-read your introduction. Try to compose a paragraph that circles back to the beginning. You might try one of the following:
· Share an insight – reflect more thoroughly on the main ideas you’ve now proven

· Return to an idea in your introduction

· Use a quotation – if you used one in your intro, refer back to it in the conclusion. OR, if you didn’t use one in the introduction, you could introduce an appropriate one now.


                       
                                    SPECIFIC:

                                                      Restate your thesis

                  GENERAL: Expand on your main ideas to give the point

 a new insight or different perspective.

Sample Conclusion from a Student Essay:

Lily is able to grow up and discover more about herself and her past with the help of August, her divine, maternal role model. Lily finds August at a time when she’s in crisis and is searching for answers and acceptance from others. She desperately needs a positive motherly influence, and she is able to find what she needs in her relationship with August. August represents the symbol of the black Madonna that recurs throughout the book. She has many godlike qualities including unconditional love, omniscience, and protective power. These traits help August teach Lily to find the divinity within her. This message suggests that the same source of power is available to anyone who searches for it.
Step 9: Revise Your Draft

Revision is the step in the writing process where you really examine the quality of your ideas and organization.  Revision is not the time to worry about proofreading errors; instead, you’ll spend your time checking to see that your paper is focused on your thesis in a clear and logical way.  You should expect to make substantial changes to your paper during the revision process.

Check for Focus on the Thesis

As you remember from our presentation on how to plan an essay, there are eight points at which you should refer to your thesis statement.  This reference might just be to a small part of the thesis, or be a restatement of the entire thesis.

· Take a highlighter and go through your essay.  Highlight the last sentence of the introduction, the first and last sentence of each body paragraph, and the first sentence of the conclusion.  

· Read the eight sentences one after the other. 

· Are they all on topic? (You can usually tell if they are on topic by finding and underlining glue words in these sentences.  If you don’t have glue words in these sentences, they are probably not on topic.)

· Are they all “idea” sentences, not “detail” sentences? (A detail is something specific enough to happen on just one page; if you’re naming something that just happens on one page, you probably have a detail rather than an idea.)

· Do the clinchers match the topic sentences? (Do they use the same glue words?)

Check for Clarity and Logic

It is very important to make your ideas crystal clear to the reader.  This may seem like overkill to you, but that’s because they’re your ideas to begin with!  You need to let the reader see inside your head by telling him or her exactly what you were thinking in explicit detail.

· Using a different colored highlighter, highlight the details and quotations you give in each paragraph.  

· Are there three separate details?

· Are they specific—can you point to the page on which the incident occurs in the book?  Is the page cited each time, for both quotations and paraphrases?
· Look at the amount of writing in your paragraph that isn’t highlighted.  

· Very little left unhighlighted?  Probably don’t have enough explaining sentences to explain how your details support the topic sentence.  Remember that you need an explaining sentence for each detail.

· A lot left unhighlighted?  Are you going off-topic?

· Read your topic sentences again.  

· Do your details prove each part of your topic sentence—or are there parts that aren’t supported?

· Read your thesis again.  

· Do your topic sentences prove all the parts of your thesis—or are there parts that aren’t supported?  Make sure all key words in the thesis are repeated in the rest of the paper.

Step 10: Proofread

Check for Format Five-paragraph essays are expected to follow certain conventions of organization and formatting.

· Do you have everything in Times New Roman, 12 point font, double-spaced?

· Find the quotations in your body paragraphs.  Have you included page numbers?  Check that you have used correct citation and punctuation format in step 7 of this manual. 

· Are your paragraphs long enough?  Your introduction and conclusion should be a minimum of 4-5 sentences and your body paragraphs a minimum of 7-8 sentences.  Your paragraphs should be no longer than 12-13 sentences.

Check for Correct Grammar & Mechanics:

· Proofread your essay carefully.  Your teacher may have a checklist for you to use in class to help you complete this step.

· You may want to find another reader for your essay to ensure you catch all the errors.  Some writers find it helpful to read their essays from end to beginning (sentence by sentence) when proofreading.  Finally, you may want to read your essay out loud.

Check for Proper Style: Refer to your rubric for additional guidelines.

· Make sure that you have used third-person pronouns (there should be no “I” or “you” anywhere in the paper (unless it’s in a quotation).

· You should always talk about the author and the characters in the present tense (no matter how strange this sounds).  So, you say, “Ralph IS determined to be rescued,” NOT “Ralph WAS determined to be rescued.”  Sometimes it helps to think that this is a work of fiction—it never happened: not in the present, not in the past.  It’s a convention writers have agreed upon to discuss it as though it is happening in the present.

Step 11: Publish!

· Although the writing process is never really over, we will almost always face deadlines when we give our writing over to someone else for evaluation.

· Refer to the rubric and any other guidelines given to you by your teacher.  Doing so can often alert you to something you may have forgotten to do—this way there are no unpleasant surprises when you get your paper back!

· Be sure to print your essay (at the very latest) the day before your essay is due; BHS students sometimes have printing problems.

· In the event you are unable to print your essay, do NOT send it to yourself as an attachment.  Send the file to your teacher.  You will probably also want to cut and paste the text into an email to yourself in case the email to your teacher doesn’t work.  

· REMEMBER: it is YOUR responsibility to check that your teacher has received your paper.  Ask your teacher to send you a reply email confirming that he or she received your paper, so you don’t have to worry!

Student Sample Essay

The student essay “Messy Feelings” follows the poem below.

	William Carlos Williams - The Last Words Of My English Grandmother

	There were some dirty plates

and a glass of milk

beside her on a small table

near the rank, disheveled bed—

Wrinkled and nearly blind

she lay and snored

rousing with anger in her tones

to cry for food,

Gimme something to eat—

They're starving me—

I'm all right I won't go

to the hospital. No, no, no

Give me something to eat

Let me take you

to the hospital, I said

and after you are well

you can do as you please.

She smiled, Yes

you do what you please first

then I can do what I please—

Oh, oh, oh! she cried

as the ambulance men lifted

her to the stretcher—

Is this what you call

making me comfortable?

By now her mind was clear—

Oh you think you're smart

you young people,

she said, but I'll tell you

you don't know anything.

Then we started.

On the way

we passed a long row

of elms. She looked at them

awhile out of

the ambulance window and said,

What are all those

fuzzy-looking things out there?

Trees? Well, I'm tired

of them and rolled her head away.




Messy Feelings


The poem, “The Last Words of My English Grandmother,” by William Carlos Williams is about the distress and indecision the speaker feels as his grandmother is dying.  The poem starts out with his stubborn grandmother dying and refusing to go to the hospital.  By the middle of the poem, however, her grandson and an ambulance take her there despite her wishes.  William Carolos Williams uses imagery of messiness and disorder, repetition, and an abrupt, separated line pattern in conjunction with a lack of punctuation to convey the chaos and ambivalence the speaker feels about what’s best for his grandmother in her last moments.


A feeling of confusion and disorder is created in the poem through the use of line breaks in unexpected places to create enjambment and lack of punctuation.  “The Last Words of My English Grandmother” consists of ten stanzas, all unrhymed quatrains.  Instead of having the dialogue of the grandmother and her grandson fit neatly in the stanzas, Williams actually has an entire empty line in the middle of quotations:


Is this what you call


making me comfortable? (24-25)

Each line is from a separate stanza, yet they are part of the same quotation.  Another aspect that contributes to this abrupt feel is the lack of punctuation that makes it difficult to distinguish which character is saying what.  This method is exhibited in the fourth and fifth stanzas:

Give me something to eat

Let me take you

to the hospital, I said

and after you are well

you can do as you please. (13-17)

Here, there is also an awkward separation of phrases and a great deal of enjambment.  The speaker is not sure what to do in this poem, and this is displayed through inappropriate line breaks and missing punctuation.


Repetition is used throughout the poem to display a sense of urgency and panic.  There is a literal rush in getting the speaker’s grandmother to the hospital, but there is also a figurative, mental “hurry” that the speaker goes through in the decisions he makes.  “Gimme something to eat--/They’re starving me--…/Give me something to eat” (9-13).  While stressing the importance of food to the grandmother, the repetition also has a function in creating the overall effect of the poem.  Similar interjections are repeated too as the grandmother says, “No, no, no” (12) in protest to the hospital and then “Oh, oh, oh” (21) as she is being lifted onto the stretcher.  The use of repetition gives the poem a hurried, panicked feeling.


William uses visual imagery of messiness and disarray to create a mood of disorder and uncertainty.  Much of this imagery is used in the description of his grandmother’s surroundings.  “There were some dirty plates/ and a glass of milk/ beside her on a small table/ near the rank, disheveled bed—” (1-4).  The clutter on the table adds to the effect of confusion in the poem.  The rumpled bed is another example Williams uses to intensify the poem’s distressful mood of things left unfinished.


The speaker’s confusion and uncertainty about how to best help his grandmother is displayed through imagery of disorder and mess, repetition, and a lack of punctuation and awkward line breaks.  This chaos makes the poem very interesting to read because it leaves it up to the reader to decide whether the speaker made the right choice, what the grandmother’s last words mean, and various other aspects that the speaker is confused about himself.  On the ride to the hospital, his grandmother’s last words are, “What are all those/ fuzzy-looking things out there?/ Trees?  Well, I’m tired/ of them…” (37-40). In addition to not making sense to the already unsure grandson, this line has a similar tone of being unfinished as a lot of the imagery and line usage.  This helps tie together the poem in an ending that doesn’t really feel like the end.  “The Last Words of My English Grandmother” suggests that people don’t always know how other people think, and what one thinks is right for him/herself may not always be what another wants.

Academic Honesty 

The following tips should help to clarify what teachers mean when we talk about plagiarism, which can often be a confusing concept for students. Knowing what is expected of you and how to do your work the right way should reduce any anxiety you might feel about this issue. 

Plagiarism is taking the words or ideas of another and passing them off as your own.  Here are some examples of plagiarism:

· Copying a classmate’s work and putting your name on it

· Copying word-for-word from a book or web site and putting your name on it

· Quoting a source and failing to cite or use quotation marks

· Copying a sentence from a source and changing only a few words

· Citing incorrect source information

· Using the main ideas of another’s work and putting your name on it (even if you’ve changed the words)

· Loaning your work to a classmate to be copied or used for ideas (this may not be considered plagiarism, but it is cheating, and it is just as serious an offense as copying)

Expectations for independent work and thinking:

· Check with your teacher before you work with a classmate on an assignment. Generally, discussing prompts and asking one another questions about homework is okay, but composing answers together is not. The same goes for help from parents and tutors. Please be sure that the pen stays in your hand, and the final product is your own work.

· Avoid using secondary sources such as Sparknotes for help with assignments unless your teacher has given you permission to do so. Most of the assignments you are asked to do in English are meant to assess your ability to generate original ideas, opinions, and inferences about literature. If you get ideas from another source, those assessments won’t give your teacher the information he or she needs to help you improve your skills.

· When in doubt, cite your source. Always cite (author and page #) when you directly quote, paraphrase, or get ideas from another source. We’ll practice using MLA guidelines for parenthetical citations and works cited pages during research projects this year. A helpful source on citations is the Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab. 

· Ideally, we should value learning experiences more than points or grades. Realistically, we realize that the ever-increasing pressures on students to achieve at the highest level can sometimes lead them to make poor choices. Please see your teacher if you begin to feel overwhelmed by a task or a deadline. Generally, teachers would rather give you an extension or extra help than have you compromise your academic integrity. The key is to seek help early, as soon as you start to worry that you might not be able to complete the task as expected.

Grade 9 Writing Rubric

THESIS

D

Offers an observation about the text 

C

Has all the D qualities and…

Is not obvious

Is provable

Is specific

Clearly responds to assigned prompt

B

Has all the C qualities and…

Answers  a question of “how” or “why”

Is debatable

Tells “so what?”

A

Has all the B qualities and…

Has profoundly original and independent insight

Has a sophisticated interaction of text, observation, and insight

DEVELOPMENT

D

Has some examples (including quotations) from the text

Is responsive to the given assignment

C

Has all the D qualities and…

Has the required minimum of clear, relevant details/quotations in each body paragraph

Provides clear context for quotations and examples 

Offers observations about how those details relate to the thesis

B

Has all the C qualities and…

Includes sufficient textual detail to support thesis statement

Includes useful quotations that illustrate an inference rather than provide plot or context

Has only quotations, examples, and details that are relevant to the topic sentence and thesis

Provides competent discussion to set up quotations and examples (observation)

Provides analysis that connects quotations and examples to thesis and topic sentences

Avoids plot summary

Proves thesis completely

A

Has all the B qualities and…

Has interesting insights

Includes quotations that vividly illustrate subtleties in the text

Offers sophisticated, logical independent analysis of subtleties in the text

Has an especially complex thesis that is proven successfully

ORGANIZATION


D

Has an introduction and a conclusion

Has required number of body paragraphs

C

Has all the D qualities and…

Has a sufficient introduction that gives context for thesis statement

Has a sufficient conclusion that restates the thesis

Each body paragraph focuses on a single idea relevant to the thesis

Has a topic sentence in each body paragraph that controls the focus (not an example)

Has a clincher sentence in each body paragraph

B

Has all the C qualities and…

Moves from general to specific in the introduction

Moves from specific to general in the conclusion; uses an effective closure

Organizes body paragraphs in a pattern that supports the development of the thesis

Includes transitions that clearly and logically organize information within body paragraphs

Has topic sentences that tell how or why the paragraph’s focus proves the thesis

Has effective clincher sentences that restate the paragraph’s main idea

A

Has all the B qualities and…

Has an engaging and thought-provoking introduction

Has a thought-provoking conclusion that expands the thesis

Has topic sentences that comprehensively and clearly support thesis

Clincher sentences transition implicitly to the next paragraph

Has an idea-based structure and organizational logic (not strictly plot, chronological, character, etc.)

STYLE







GRAMMAR & MECHANICS       

D 







D 
Uses understandable sentence structure 



Demonstrates some control of g/m

C 







C
Has all the D qualities and…
Demonstrates general control of g/m

Uses clear and varied sentence structure


Uses mostly appropriate word choice

Frames quotations appropriately
 

B







B
Has all the C qualities and…




Mostly avoids run-ons or fragments
 

Uses clear, coherent phrasing 




Avoids distracting errors 

Uses complex and varied sentence structures


Properly punctuates and formats quotations

Uses present tense consistently




Pronouns agree in number and person

Uses interesting & appropriate word choice

Does not repeat unnecessarily




 

Uses third person consistently






Maintains a formal tone







A







A

Has all the B qualities and…




Avoids nearly all distracting errors

Uses concise phrasing 

Uses sophisticated and elegant word choice

Uses sentence structure as an aid in the organization and prioritizing of idea

Frames quotations exceptionally
Introduction





Body Paragraph 1





Body Paragraph 2





Body Paragraph 3





Conclusion





General





Specific





Thesis statement: controls the idea of the paper, should be the last sentence of the introduction paragraph





Specific





General





Restate thesis statement 





leadership











fear of the 


unknown














    Theme Words for 


    Lord of the Flies








evil








crowd


mentality




















Name of Imagery Pattern_______________________________





START HERE


LIST


IMAGES





What qualities does this image have OUTSIDE of the text?





How can those features be connected to the main idea?





EXPLAIN THE CONNECTIONS





How does the author


use the image INSIDE  the


text?

















   IDENTIFY A


   PATTERN





HOW DOES THE AUTHOR USE THESE IMAGES TO EXPRESS HIS OR HER IDEA?





THESIS





SO WHAT?





Name__________________________
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