AP Literature and Composition

Close Reading Prose Passage Analysis
In writing your prose passage analysis, you may want to consider the following questions as a guide to helping you annotate the passage and answer the prompt with clarity and conciseness. Remember that you should be quoting the passage frequently to support your claims. 
1. What is the selection about? Summarize the selection in no more than four sentences. 
2. What is the main idea/theme of the selection? 
3. In what ways does the author support the main idea/theme? Find examples. 
4. Find five to eight examples of literary elements/techniques in the selection. 
5. How do these literary devices/techniques create meaning?

6. What is the author’s style?  Write several adjectives describing it.

7. Locate examples that demonstrate the author´s style.  
8. What is the attitude of the author?  How is it similar or different from the narrator?  How do you know this? 
9. What is the tone of the passage?  What words does the author use to help convey this tone? 
10. What is the intended and probable effect of the passage? 
11.  What does the author want us to understand about the subject? What is the importance of the passage?
*adapted from http://home.cfl.rr.com/eghsap/AP%20Literature.html#close%20reading 
