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Stage 1: The Interactive Oral

Part 1 of the course aims to deepen students’ understanding of works as being products of a time and place. Artistic, philosophical, sociological, historical and biographical considerations are possible areas of study to enhance understanding of the works. Aims include:
· understand the content of the work and the qualities of the work as literature 
· respond independently to the work by connecting the individual and cultural experience of the reader with the text 
· recognize the role played by cultural and contextual elements in literary works. 
The interactive oral is a focused class discussion in which all students and the teacher participate. Each student should be responsible for initiating some part of the discussion in at least one of the interactive orals for one work. The aim of this exercise is foregrounding, broadening and deepening the students’ increased and reliable sense of the context of the work. Students and teachers are both responsible for refining and re-directing the discussion if needed, asking probing questions, even correcting assumptions and facts.

The discussions should address the following cultural and contextual considerations: 

· In what ways do time and place matter to this work? 
· What was easy to understand and what was difficult in relation to social and cultural context and issues? 
· What connections did you find between issues in the work and your own culture(s) and experience? 
· What aspects of technique are interesting in the work? 

Formal requirements: 

· At least one oral must be completed in relation to each work studied in part 1. 
· The suggested minimum time for discussion of each work is 30 minutes. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Suggested Structure:
· 20 minute presentation 
· each group member speaks the same number of minutes
· 10 minute class discussion
· Group members have questions prepared
· Group members stimulate and mediate discussion by asking probing questions and subsequent follow-up questions
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