Grade 11 English









Name:____________________

June/July Reading Assignment 

[image: image1..pict]
“The regime had understood that one person leaving her house while asking herself: 
Are my trousers long enough?' 
    Is my veil in place?' 
    Can my make-up be seen?' 
    Are they going to whip me?' 

No longer asks herself: 
Where is my freedom of thought?' 
    Where is my freedom of speech?' 
    My life, is it livable?' 
    What's going on in the political prisons?”


                          (Persepolis, Satrapi).


                          that being said…

WELCOME TO GRADE 11 ENGLISH!

Over the course of the year, we will encounter several characters whose individuality will clash violently with societal expectations. Our vacation reading, Marjane Satrapi’s graphic novel Persepolis, is only the beginning. 
Now, I know no one exactly jumps for joy at the idea of summer reading, but if you complete the enclosed assignment, I can assure you will have a thought-provoking reading experience followed by a smooth transition into Grade 11 English.
Alienation and estrangement: no, we are no strangers to such things. With raw humor and overt imagery, Marjane Satrapi illustrates this turbulent memoir of self vs. society that is at once universal and uniquely cultural. This graphic novel (yes, graphic novel! the hybrid form of comic book and novel combined!) traces the coming-of-age of an Iranian teenager in Tehran during the Islamic Revolution of the 1970s and the Iran-Iraq War. But do not be fooled by the supposed allure of a reading assignment that looks like a comic book! In Persepolis, you will find a graphic tale that catalyses both visual and literary dialogue regarding the individual’s role in the grander scheme of collective history. 
As you read the novel, track and identify evidence to assist you in answering the questions as outlined on the following page. Write a short paragraph (at least 4 sentences) responding to TWO QUESTIONS FROM EACH CATEGORY. Respond to TEN QUESTIONS TOTAL in thoughtful, complete sentences. Use quotes as evidence to support your claims. Be sure your answers are typed, double-spaced, and proofread. Your answers will be graded for clarity, completeness, depth, evidence, and analysis. Each question is worth 10 points, for a total of 100. This assignment will be due by the end of the first week of school with 5 points extra credit if it is turned in on the first day of class. Late work will result in a deduction of 5 points per day.

Instructions can be found both in this handout and at www.pasbenglishmsb.weebly.com, where you can download this handout on the Grade 11: Persepolis page and email me with any questions, concerns, or doubts you might have. My email address is alexandra.brostoff@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to a new year with you all ( 

Turn over for questions.
I. Thinking of the book as political reportage, with a focus on the reporting of events:

1. How is revolution portrayed in the book?  In Satrapi’s account, what are the stages of the revolution and what do these stages mean for the Iranian people?
2. How are America and American culture represented in the book? 
3. Towards the end of the book, Marjane says about people’s fear of the Islamic Commission, “It’s only natural!  When we’re afraid, we lose all sense of analysis and reflection.  Our fear paralyzes us.  Besides, fear has always been the driving force behind all dictators’ repression” (302).  How do Marjane and her compatriots deal with fear in their daily lives?  To what extent do you see fear as a controlling factor in your own country’s public life?
II. Thinking of the book as a portrait of a culture, with a focus on social practices and traditions:

4. What does the book suggest about the role of religion in Iranian culture, especially in the lives of people like Marjane’s family?

5. What does the book suggest about social class in Iranian society, especially, for example, in the story of the courtship between the family’s maid and their neighbor (34-37) or the distribution of keys to paradise to boys drafted into the army (99-102)?

6. What are the roles for women in Iranian society as depicted in the book?  How do Marjane and her mother and grandmother both play into and resist those roles?
III. Thinking of the book as a memoir, with a focus on memory, truth, and representation:
7. What difference does it make to your reading that this book is a memoir, a rendering of Marjane Satrapi’s own life, rather than a fictional story about life in Iran? 

8. American writer William Zinsser has written that “humor is the writer’s armor against the hard emotions.”  Is this the way that Satrapi seems to be using humor when she says that “every situation offered an opportunity for laughs” (97) and again that laughter is “the only way to bear the unbearable” (266)?  What instances of humor stand out to you? Why? 

9. How are the personal stories of individual citizens related to the history of their nation?

IV. Thinking of the book as a coming-of-age story, with a focus on connections to readers’ own lives:

10. What stages do you recognize in Marji’s attempts to understand justice and forgiveness?

11. What forms does teenage rebellion take among Marjane and her friends?  To what extent are they like teenagers everywhere? How are they different?

12. Several times in Satrapi’s narrative, Marjane seems to hit bottom and decides to remake herself.  How are these various new selves related to each other?

V. Thinking of the book as a graphic text, with a focus on word and image as devices for storytelling:
13. Why do you think Satrapi chose to tell her story in words and images?  What does the combination make possible that words or images alone would not?

14. How would you describe the style of Satrapi’s drawings?  How does this style contribute to the story that she tells? How does this style limit the way the story is told?

15. What particular incidents in the story do you think are conveyed more effectively in pictures than they could have been in words alone? 

See http://pasbenglishmsb.weebly.com/extra-credit.html 

for an optional extra credit assignment!

